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Henry's favour, he would comply. It was
unfortunate that Giglis was the ambassador on
this occasion ; for Rome was seething with
rumours about the murder of the Archbishop of
York, and he was generally accused of it. An
investigation was made, a court sat, and Silvester
de Giglis was acquitted ; and at this point we
see Wolsey's ambitious and scheming mind at its
worst. For he promised Silvester that he would
never leave his accusers alone if he would per-
suade the Pope to raise all the money he could on
Bainbridge's property, now in the hands of Pace,
Bainbridge's secretary, and send it to him. This
displeased Leo so much that it was nearly a year
before he granted him a Cardinal's hat.

In England, however, Wolsey reigned supreme
over the King's mind ; and, as the Pope was
anxious to placate that King in every way pos-
sible, Wolsey's power was highly esteemed on the
Continent. Leo flattered Henry's pride in every
possible way, bestowing upon him the Golden
Rose, the Sword and Cap of Maintenance, and the
title of Fidei Defensor. " The Pope is now so
linked with the King that words cannot exagger-
ate their mutual goodwill," said a bishop of the
times. Nevertheless, it was Wolsey who did the
King's thinking, his talking, and his acting,
whenever a question of foreign policy was at
stake ; and so, if the Pope's behaviour was not
that of mere cowardice, it was of Wolsey that he
actually approved. No other English statesman